Scaling

Socio-economic dynamics
in and beyond wetlands
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Reconciling future food production with environmental protection

http://www.wetlands-africa.de

Project Management Structure

Rationale

Focus
Interdisciplinary approach:

This work package provides an understanding of
wetlands as social spheres and places that have a
cultural meaning and an economic value.

Wetlands in East Africa

“Wetland management and utilization
strategies are rooted within the local
community, developed by local people,
and based on local knowledge”
(Adrian Wood).

Ecological
Economics

Exploration of the
Rural-Urban Gradient

Social and Cultural
Anthropology

Market Analysis from
Local to Global
Social Geography

• Social, political and economic dimensions of
wetlands and their multiple uses.
• Formal and informal institutional influences on
wetland agriculture.
• Conflicts and regulations concerning access and
management.
• Gender relations in wetland agriculture.
• Existing and perceived health risks.
• Activities along a rural-urban gradient.
• The importance for livelihoods of local
communities.
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Wetland Conservation
Tourism
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Organisations:
Government Organisations
Agronomic Enterprises
Local Authorities
Cooperatives
NGOs
Lineages
Families
Clans
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Management
and Conflicts

An interdisciplinary approach is applied to analyse:

Determinants for smallholders‘ access
to wetlands

Gender Relations in
Access and Use

Institutions and
Institutional Change

Public Health

Perceptions of Health
and Health Risks
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Cultural and Social Anthropology Team 2015

Methodology:
•
•
•
•
•

Qualitative and quantitative research
People centred approach
Long-term field work
4Holistic perspective
Self-reflective, critical and cultural sensitive
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Key findings

Highlights
Legal and political frameworks,
social divisions and health
implications are fundamental to
analyse wetland dynamics.
Designing wetland conservation
policies needs a bottom-up
approach for a sustainable wetland
use and livelihood development.

Conflicts over access to wetlands have increased over the last decade.
National policies shape the division of labour
between genders in wetland agriculture.
Weak institutions and organisations vs. high
economic needs of the local users under
mine sustainable wetland use.
Perceived and actual risks regarding
agricultural uses depend on the underlying
social, political and economic context.

Cultural and Social Anthropology Team 2015

These factors interact in time and space. They
influence smallholders’ access to wetlands and forms
of land use. Their impact differs according to the
farmers’ socio-economic background.

Determinants of smallholders’ wetland use

Economic Benefits
(Agriculture, Cash Cropping,
Bricks/Building, Pottery,
Wicker Work, Roofs,
Medicinal Remedies)

Cultural/Social Practices
(Spiritual and Religious Practices,
Recreational Uses, Art,
Food Preferences)

The transformation of wetlands into sites of
cash crop production in combination with a
“traditional” or colonial gendered labour
divide represses women’s access to land.

Political
Framework

Use of
Wetlands

(Laws, Policies,
Organisations)

Market
(Global and Local
Demands and
Supplies with Seeds
and Technology)

The emic understanding of health in relation
to wetland agriculture is linked to socioeconomic / political factors influencing the
smallholders’ access and use wetlands.

Social Divisions
(Gender, Age, Religion,
Class, Ethnicity,
Access to Technology)

Environmental
Conditions
(Wetland Type, Climate,
Urban, Rural)

Cultural and Social Anthropology Team 2015
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