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GlobE East African Wetlands The Project

Typology field work –
Characterization of four wetland test sites

Aiming to reconcile future food production with environmental protection,
hence finding a way for a wise use of East African wetlands is the aim of the
GlobE Wetlands project. Herefore, an interdisciplinary and international
team of researchers examines drivers and dynamics of wetland usage.

In order to characterize the project’s wetland test sites and to assess their
land use state, a 9 weeks field campaign was carried out in Autumn/ Winter
2013 .

GlobE study area and test sites
With its focus on East
Africa
(Kenya,
Tanzania,
Rwanda
and Uganda), the
GlobE
Wetlands
project is located in a
region
that
is
strongly affected by
food insecurity and
highly vulnerable to
global change. In
2013, all 4 countries
were in a “serious” to
“alarming”
state
regarding the IFPRI
Global Hunger Index
(IFPRI, 2013).

Wetlands hold available valuable resources to intensify food production and hence to support the uncoupling of food supply from
global market price fluctuations. More than that, wetlands
provide important ecosystem services to numerous
stakeholders and need to be protected from overuse or
even destruction.

Regionalization

Result example 1: Inland valley wetland

Result example 2: Floodplain wetland

The characterization of wetlands Result: Land Use Classification
can help decision makers to
improve knowledge about the
condition
of
the
wetlands
and
their
potential
to
be
used sustainably
Wetlands for
for food production. Out of the characterization fieldwork,
a tool for rapid characterization of wetlands shall be
developed.

Food
Security

In order to be able to extrapolate findings and recommendations of the project work regarding land
use and environmental protection, one key
information is where which type of wetland is
located. Hence one integral part of the project will be
a regionalization of information on wetlands. This information will be generated on a regional
base by the usage of satellite (time series) data with ancillary field observation data (Fractional
Vegetation Cover) which was collected during typology field work.

Exemplary processing chain for the detection
of wetlands – Kenya Ewaso Narok floodplain
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